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About Filipinos 

From the Chicago Evening Post, April 28, ^^ y^"""| 
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Mr. Alleyne Ireland asserts that the 
history of the last three centuries 
shows that "no tropical race is suscept- 
ible to the political and administrative 
ideals of our so-calfed western civiliza- 
tion." 

I retort that, previous to the advent 
of the United States in the Phllipl 
pines, no tronlcal race was given a 
fair opportunity to show, whether or 
not It was susceptible to those ideals, 
and I fuither assert that the Filipinos 
are already so well Ijejtvened with 
western Ideals that we are warranted 
In believing that they will prove their 
adaptability. « 

The census. Just publishedi, contains 
statistics gathered by 76^ Filipinos 
%nd 125 American canvassers. It givds 
the following facts about the Philip- 
nines: 

1. Popujation, 7,635,000; of whom 31 
per cent are civilized^' the, relhriainlng S 
per cent being Moros, Igorots and 
other wild tribes.. 

2. Density of population; 67 per 
square mile; almost three tiroes as 
great as in this country. 

3. Literacy, 4«S per cent can read; 
and of these about half can also write 
—that is, about the same as in Puerto 
Rico. 

4 School enrollment 37.5 per cent*of 



the children of school age. There is 
lack of money, teachers and school fa- 
cilities to provide for more. * 

5. Wage-eamers, 43.6 per cent< The 
proportion of females among the 
wage-earners is twice as grekt as with 
us artd three times greater than fn 
Cuba. , *^ 

6_. Of persons employed in gainful 
occupations, two-fifths, are engaged In 
farming; and a less proportion In 
manufacturing and mechanical pmr-.^ 
suits. The professional classes num- 
ber 1326 doctors, 727 lawyers, 87ff 
priest^ and nearly 5000 teaxAers, he- 
sides artists. Journalists, etc In 
Manila 60 per cent of the inhabitants 
are engaged in gainful occupations— a 
higher ratio than among us. 

7. Pauperism Is almost unknown. 
In 1902 only 1668 paupers were a pub- 4^ 
lie charge, of whom 478 wejre In . ^ 
Manila. Here in Chicago we ha^e 1186 
paupers in Dunning. 

8. In 1902 (which was a bad year on 
account of cholera, animal pest, rice 
failure, etc.), the agricultural ^cpons^ 
amounted to over $27,000,000. 

The above figures give a general' ide» 
of what I may call the raw material- 
that we have to work on. Closer viev^ 
brings into reMef the following ponts: 

1. The Filipinos are th§ only Chrii- 
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tian proplp in the Orient and Chris- 
tianity is a valuable national asset. 

2. They are the only oilental pcnplo 
who attempted to form— or even 
di earned of forming— a modern re- 
public. 

3. As a laco their stock has been 
elevated above the level of othtT 
oriental and tropical races by mar- 
riage Intermixture with the Spaniards 
and by three centuries of contact with 
European civilization. From the 
noithern confines of the Sulu sub- 
airhlpelago to the uttermost tip, of 
Luzon, they aro a single Filipino 
people. They chum and fraternize 
with one another as other peoples do. 
They recognize one another as Fili- 
pinos as freely ns the Saxons and 
■Ravarlans know each other to bo 
Hermans. The only barrier between 
them Is that of dialect; yet their seven 
dialects differ from one another not 
more than the Paxon dialect from the 
Bavarian. Their chief misfortune 'a 
that they have no common vernacu- 
lar, and that Is due to the fact that 
their country Is a congeries of Islands 
and to the fact that, being chiefly an 
agricultural, they are necessarily a 
sedentary people. 

T am aware that Bishop Brent hns 
>ald that the Filipinos have no nation- 
al spirit, no sense of race unity. This 
is positively not true. The bishop has 
limited his sphere of evangelical labor 
to the wild tribes, and he lacks, there- 
fore, the perspective to enable him to 
speak ex cathedra on this point. 

4. The Filipinos are not ho.stlle »o 
strangers, to foreign culture or to 
foreign speech. Tn Manila there aro 21 



night schools, with 4000 adults study- 
ing, English. They have^ everywhere 
welcomed the American school. It :3 
amusing to no'.e that one of the 
earliest adaptations from our lan- 
guage into theirs is the verb mag 
besbol— that Is, to play baseball. 

r>. Most Filipinos own their own 
houses, whether great or small. Less 
than 6 per cent are "renters." There 
is but little if any serfdom, like the 
peonage of Mexico and Spanish 
America, Their social and industrial 
system is not based on tribe, clan, 
caste or family. Their conception of 
labor and property is Individualistic, 

6. Their morale Is of a high order. 
The death rate (which unfortunately 
is large) Is much overtopped by the 
bltth rate. There Is no "race suicide" 
among them. The ratio of marriage Is 
a little higher than In our own coun- 
try and much higher than in the West 
Indies. The ratio of "consensual" 
marriages ("querida" unions) Is only 
S per cent— much less than In Cuhu. 
And marriage is another valuable na- 
tional asset. 

7. The Filipinos already have a con- 
siderable native press. I have copies 
of eight different dally and weekly 
papers printed In the na'.lve language, 
and there are at least as many more 
printed in Spanish, 

8. The status of the Filipino woman 
Is distinctly western. She Is not th.=( 
slave nor the toy of her husband, but 
she is his partner and helpmate. 

9. On certain matters of public pol- 
icy In recent years the Filipino hn.s 
shown that he occupies a positively 
western standpoint. He has opposed 



the licensing of the opium traffic. He 
has opposed the introduction cif 
Chinese contract labor. He opposed 
a;id defeated the attempt to Introduce 
J^apanese rickshaws as public convey- 
linces In Manila. 

^\JVIany Chlcagoans met the Philippine 
honorary commissioners who were the 
city's gruests last year. Those gentle- 
men, who were both of mixed and 
pure Filipino blood, represented the 
wealthier classes. The scouts and con- 
stabulary, who were seen by thou- 
sands of Americans at the St. Liouis 
exposition, are almost all of pure 
Filipino blood and represent the aver- 



age run of Filipinos, selected wltbowt 
any special tests^ except possibly 
medical ones. Surely all these Fili- 
pinos acted , very much like western 
people. 

I freely grant that the Filipino is 
not perfect, that he has some serious 
defects, and that he has much to learn. 
But do not the above considerations 
warrant the belief that he will be an 
exception to Mr. Ireland's dictum? 
Just give him "a square deal'* and a 
fair chance. That Is the American 
way. 

DAVID J. DOHERTT, M. D. 



The Anti-Imperialist League 

20 Central Street, Boston 



You are earnestly asked to hand this, after reading, to 

some other person, who will give it also 

careful consideration. 



